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WWPWFM 
Wonca Working Party on  
Women and Family Medicine 

 
THE HAMILTON EQUITY RECOMMENDATIONS  

THE HER STATEMENT 
 

24th AUGUST 2006 
 
The Wonca Working Party on Women and Family Medicine (WWPWFM) was charged with the 
responsibility for developing recommendations on how to achieve and maintain gender equity within the 
World Organisation of Family Doctors (Wonca). Twenty–five leading women from 16 different countries 
and all six Wonca regions met in August 2006 at McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada. 
 
The WWPWFM makes the following statement: 
 

1. Cognizant of the fundamental aspiration of all individuals, families, communities and peoples to 
achieve and maintain the highest quality of life; 

 
2. Recognizing the centrality of improved and optimal health to the achievement of the highest 

quality of life; 
 

3. Recalling the important provisions of the charters, declarations and instruments of the United 
Nations, WHO, UNDP and other international organizations regarding human rights, equity, 
development, health and human dignity; 

 
4. Convinced of the centrality of women’s and girls’ status as a determinant of the health of women 

and children, and of the families and communities of which they are part, throughout the world; 
 

5. Recognizing that the elimination of gender inequality (as well as other violations of universal 
human rights) is  an  important prerequisite for development, including the improvement and 
achievement of optimal health; 

 
6. Affirming that the improvement and achievement of optimal health is dependent on high standards 

and levels of health care provision, organization, teaching and research; 
 

7. Convinced that general practice/family medicine is the cornerstone of the achievement of high 
standards and levels of health care provision, organization, teaching and research throughout the 
world; 

 
8. Noting the global benefit of organization and knowledge exchange between general 

practice/family medicine organizations and practitioners, and between general practice/family 
medicine and other organizations concerned with health and medical care; 

 
The WWPWFM  urges the general practice/family medicine organizations of the world that are 
constituted as the World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic Associations of 
General Practitioners/Family Physicians (Wonca) to adopt the following fundamental 
recommendations regarding gender equity: 

 
1. Enshrine the principle of gender equity within Wonca governance by amending the Wonca By-

laws and Regulations, as proposed by the WWPWFM.   
 

2. Implement gender equity in all activities of Wonca, in particular the scientific programs of its 
triennial, regional, and rural meetings. 

 
3. Promulgate the pivotal role of gender as a key determinant of health.   
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4. Promote the equitable inclusion and advancement of women general practitioners/family 

physicians in Wonca.  
 
 
Signed in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
24th August 2006 

 

 
Dr. Cheryl Levitt 
Chair, WWPWFM 
Family Physician 
Professor, Department of Family Medicine 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada 
President, Ontario College of Family 
Physicians 

 
Dr. Susana Alvear 
Family Physician 
Family Practice Residency Director 
Catholic University and Vozandes Hospital 
Quito, Ecuador 

 
Dr. Marie Andrades 
Family Physician 
Family Medicine Department 
Aga Khan University 
Karachi, Pakistan 

 
Dr. Kate Anteyi 
Family Physician 
Abuja, Nigeria 
West Africa 

 
Dr. Liliana Arias-Castillo 
Family Physician 
Dean of Health Sciences  
Universidad del Valle 
Cali, Colombia 

 
Dr. Anne. Deborah. Atai-Omoruto  
Head, Community Health Department 
Mulago Hospital 
Head, Department of Family Medicine 
Faculty of Medicine, Makerere University 
Kampala, Republic of Uganda 
East Africa 

 
Dr. Lucy Candib 
Family Physician 
Professor of Family Medicine and 
Community Health 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Family Health Center of Worcester 
Worcester, MA , USA 

 
Dr. May Cohen 
Family Physician 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Family Medicine 
McMaster University 
Hamilton, Canada 

 
Dr. Jan Coles 
Family Physician 
Monash University 
East Bentleigh, Australia 
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Dr. Nandani de Silva 
Family Physician 
Professor of Family Medicine 
Vice Chancellor 
Open University of Sri Lanka 
Vice President 
College of General Practitioners  
of Sri Lanka 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 
Dr. Sheila Dunn 
Family Physician 
Women’s College Hospital 
Toronto, Canada 

 
Dr. Kymm Feldman 
Family Physician 
Pre-clerkship Director 
Department Family Medicine, 
University of Toronto, 
Women’s College Hospital 
Toronto, Canada 
 

 
Dr. Linda French 
Family Physician 
Associate Professor  
Department of Family Practice  
College of Human Medicine 
Michigan State University, USA 

 
Dr. Betsy Garrett 
Family Physician 
Professor of Clinical Family and 
Community Medicine 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
USA 
 

 
 
Dr. Ilse Hellemann 
Family Physician 
Austrian Representative to the Council of 
the European Society of General 
Practice/Family Medicine 
Graz, Austria 
 

 
Michelle Howard, MSc,  
Research Coordinator  
Department of Family Medicine, McMaster 
University 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada 

 
Dr. Marlene Joseph 
Family Physician 
St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda 

 
Dr. Flor Ledesma 
Family Physician 
Associate Professor,  
Dpto. Integral Public Health 
University of Zulia 
Maracaibo-Edo.Zulia 
Venezuela 
 

 
Dr. Barbara Lent 
Family Physician 
Associate Dean 
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry 
The University of Western Ontario 
London, Ontario, Canada 
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Dr. Zorayda Leopando 
Family Physician 
Professor of Family and Community 
Medicine 
Vice Chancellor for Planning and 
Development 
University of the Philippines 
Manila  
Philippines 
 

 
Dr. Dorothy Pietersz-Janga,  
Family Physician, 
Director of CCFP for Curacao,  
Netherlands Antilles (Dutch West Indies) 
Medenfys 
Curaçao, Neth. Antilles 

 
Dr. Somjit Prueksaritanond 
Family Physician 
Associate Professor Family Medicine 
Department of Family Medicine 
Ramathibodi Medical School 
Mahidol University 
Bangkok, Thailand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Sue Smith 
Family Physician 
Assoc Prof, Dept of Family Medicine 
BPKIHS 
Dharan, Nepal 
 
 

 
Dr. Sarah Strasser 
Family Physician 
Associate Professor Family Medicine 
Northern Ontario Medical School 
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada   

 
Dr. Ruth Stewart 
Family Physician 
Director of Women in Rural Practice 
Australian College of Rural and Remote 
Medicine 
Camperdown, Victoria, Australia 

 
 
FINAL WITH SIGNATURES 
OCTOBER 2, 2006 (14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


