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The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples was adopted by the General Assembly on
Thursday September 13, by a majority of 144
states in favour, 4 votes against (Australia,
Canada, New Zealand and the United States) and
11 abstentions (Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Burundi, Colombia, Georgia, Kenya, Nigeria,
Russian Federation, Samoa and Ukraine).

On 22 December 2004, the General Assembly
adopted Resolution A/RES/59/174 for a Second
International Decade, which commenced on 1
January 2005. The Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs, Mr Sha Zukang is the
Coordinator for the Second Decade.
The Decade has five main objectives:

Since its adoption, Australia has reversed its
position and now endorses the Declaration.
Colombia and Samoa have also reversed their
positions and indicated their support for the
Declaration. In April 2010 New Zealand also
reversed their position and now support the
Declaration.
During the Durban Review Conference in April
2009, 182 States from all regions of the world
reached consensus on an outcome document in
which they “ Welcome[d] the adoption of the UN
Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples
which has a positive impact on the protection of
victims and, in this context, urge[d] States to take
all necessary measures to implement the rights of
indigenous peoples in accordance with
international human rights instruments without
discrimination…” (UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Outcome
document of the Durban Review Conference , 24
April 2009, para. 73).
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (A/RES/61/295)
The Permanent Forum is an advisory body to the
Economic and Social Council with a mandate to
discuss indigenous issues related to economic and
social development, culture, the environment,
education, health and human rights.
According to its mandate, the Permanent Forum
will:


provide expert advice and recommendations
on indigenous issues to the Council, as well as
to programmes, funds and agencies of the
United Nations, through the Council



raise awareness and promote the integration
and coordination of activities related to
indigenous issues within the UN system



prepare and disseminate information on
indigenous issues

1. Promoting non-discrimination and
inclusion of indigenous peoples in the
design, implementation and evaluation of
international, regional and national
processes regarding laws, policies,
resources, programmes and projects;
2. Promoting full and effective participation of
indigenous peoples in decisions which
directly or indirectly affect their lifestyles,
traditional lands and territories, their
cultural integrity as indigenous peoples
with collective rights or any other aspect of
their lives, considering the principle of free,
prior and informed consent;
3. Redefining development policies that
depart from a vision of equity and that are
culturally appropriate, including respect for
the cultural and linguistic diversity of
indigenous peoples;
4. Adopting targeted policies, programmes,
projects and budgets for the development
of indigenous peoples, including concrete
benchmarks, and particular emphasis on
indigenous women, children and youth;
5. Developing strong monitoring mechanisms
and enhancing accountability at the
international, regional and particularly the
national level, regarding the
implementation of legal, policy and
operational frameworks for the protection
of indigenous peoples and the
improvement of their lives.
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