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	Submitted by: International Primary Care Respiratory Group
	On behalf of Region Committee Working Party SIG WONCA Conference etc: Organisation in Collaborative Relations and WONCA Europe SIG
	Please state exactly what decision is needed within 100 words: We request formal support from WONCA for a resolution that calls on governments to prioritise improved accessibility to the tobacco dependence medicines listed in the WHO Essential Medicines List by including them in their national formularies as part of their response to Universal Health Coverage.
	Please provide an executive summary attach detailed papers or documents if available or necessary: Tobacco use kills half of its users and yet there are underused effective clinical interventions to reduce tobacco dependence. 
These include pharmacotherapy and yet only 17 countries list nicotine replacement gum and patch, included on the WHO Essential Medicines List, in their national formularies. 

Tobacco dependence globally is a long term condition experienced by those with lower incomes. Therefore access to this life-saving intervention is often unaffordable for those who would most benefit, which creates increasing health inequity at national level.  There is also inequity at a global level because based on current trends, tobacco is expected to be responsible for 10% of global deaths, or eight million deaths a year by 2030, 80% in low and middle income countries: this includes a 9% decline in high income, but a doubling in low and middle income to 6.8 million.

We request WONCA Members to take every opportunity to call for the tobacco dependence medicines listed in the WHO Essential Medicines List to be made available in national formularies and for primary care to have prescribing and dispensing powers so that they can help their patients quit tobacco using evidence-based interventions. 

We request this now to support the focu of thi year's WHO's year-long World No Tobacco Day campaign which is quitting tobacco. https://www.ipcrg.org/conferences/the-importance-of-tobacco-cessation-in-primary-care

We propose that if this resolution is adopted it is taken forward by one of the WONCA WGs or SIGs. We suggest the SIG "Health Equity" or "Non-communicable disease" or both.

Reference: Endorsed by WONCA Europe.   Van Schayck OCP, Williams S, Barchilon V, Baxter N, Jawad M, Katsaounou PA, Kirenga BJ, Panaitescu C, Tsiligianni IG, Zwar N, Ostrem A. Treating tobacco dependence: guidance for primary care on life-saving interventions. Position statement of the IPCRG. NPJ Prim Care Respir Med. 2017 Jun 9;27(1):38. doi: 10.1038/s41533-017-0039-5. Erratum in: NPJ Prim Care Respir Med. 2017 Sep 5;27(1):52. PMID: 28600490; PMCID: PMC5466643.  

Williams, S., Tsiligianni, I. COVID-19 poses novel challenges for global primary care. npj Prim. Care Respir. Med. 30, 30 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41533-020-0187-x that cites www.global.essentialmeds.org/dashboard/medicines/1306

Statement on cytisine: [await final version]

	If financial support is requested please state exactly what financial support is needed within 100 words: Not required
	Schedule and timeframe for completion of project if applicable: Not applicable
	Please state exactly what outcome is expected within 100 words: WHO's year-long World No Tobacco Day campaign focuses on quitting tobacco. Annually, tobacco kills over 8m people globally. More than 7m of these deaths are from direct tobacco use; 1.2 million from non-smokers' exposure to second-hand smoke.

We want all WONCA members to take every opportunity to promote the importance of treating tobacco dependence within the context of Universal Health Coverage.  This means having the opportunity to prescribe affordable pharmacotherapy as well as offer Very Brief Advice.  

We want to see a doubling of countries added to www.global.essentialmeds.org database (or equivalent) in one year and 80% included within 3 years.
	Information or decision: Decision
	Topic: Improving access to lifesaving WHO tobacco dependence Essential Medicines
	Date: 20-Sep-21


