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WONCA welcomes PAHQO'’s Plan of Action on Antimicrobial Resistance 2027-2031 and
its emphasis on coordinated, multisectoral action across the Americas. Antimicrobial
resistance is a critical primary health care issue, where family doctors and PHC teams
are often the first point of contact for patients with infections and the decision to
prescribe antimicrobials. WONCA calls for family physicians to be meaningfully
engaged in antimicrobial stewardship, surveillance, infection prevention, vaccination,
and patient and community education. The plan should strengthen access to timely
diagnostics and reliable surveillance data, particularly in underserved and rural
communities, while addressing inequities in access to appropriate antimicrobials.
WONCA also supports a One Health approach linking human, animal, food, and
environmental health. Investment in PHC workforce education and practical
stewardship tools will be essential to translating regional AMR commitments into safer
prescribing and better health outcomes.



